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“The Dutch Overseas Empire sets out, in its own words, to understand the
Dutch Empire as fully as possible “from the inside out and from the outside
in”, a goal it admirably achieves. A wide-ranging, detailed and thought-pro-
voking exploration of everything from military expansion to medicine,
philology to painting, and early consumerism to comparative colonialisms,
this is a fascinating, lucidly-written study that sheds new light on the past

as well as on the world as we now know it.

RONIT RICCI

Hebrew University of Jerusalem

‘Emmer and Gommans’ remarkable new history is bristling with fresh ideas,
approaches and conclusions about how we should understand Dutch overseas
expansion and commercial empire. It impressively covers the entirety of
Dutch imperial history, East and West, and it analyses, likewise expertly,
the several political, economic and cultural angles of early modern empire.

It is sure to become the standard reference in the field.

BENJAMIN SCHMIDT

University of Washington
) g

Front cover: Kamrup and his companions at the
port of Hugli-Chinsura in Bengal. Detail of an
illustration from the Dastur-i Himmat produced
in Murshidabad (Bengal, India), c. 1755-60.
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