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THE PORTUGUESE IN THE GULF
1507—1650
AN INTERLINKED HISTORY
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The perspective proposed here is one which
is open and fluid, in which multiple points

of view allow for an understanding of this
geographical area as a plural space, as both a
border area and a meeting point, that played a
part in cosmopolitising the Portuguese empire.
The study of History shows how the dynamics
constructed by various individual and
institutional agents give rise to different kinds
of power relationships, including war, as an
integral part of the building of any empire. The
arrival of the Portuguese in the Gulf in the first
decade of the sixteenth century was marked
by confrontation and an attempt at military
expansion in the region. In addition to conflict,
several other forms of connectivity would
emerge which are the focus of this exhibition:
commercial, artistic and cultural exchanges,
some of which had an impact on a global level.
Each of the items — which include
manuscripts, printed books, engravings,
maps, nautical instruments, works of art and
everyday items — were chosen with a view

to offering an overall vision of the period,

the space in which they were produced and
the purposed for which they were intended.
Through this approach, each of the chosen
items enables us to retrace threads of history
associated with the links created with local
populations as a result of the presence of

the Portuguese in the Gulf. It also suggests
possible perceptions of how these items reflect
and, at the same time, help us to construct

a configuration of the relations that were
forged in the Gulf and in the surrounding
areas, extending this geography with a certain
degree of flexibility. The ongoing exhibition
offers a curated selection of items from our
comprehensive catalog, where each item is
accompanied by a detailed study.

The full catalog is readily accessible online,
free of charge, at chsc.uc.pt/sharjah
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